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  ~  GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY  
  
PRELUDES                                 

Welcome to worship! Today’s worship includes the sacrament of communion, so please pick up a communion “kit” on the 

table outside the sanctuary or at home prepare ahead of time wine/grape juice and bread appropriate to the number in your 

family. Our liturgy declares we celebrate with “the church on earth and the hosts of heaven.” We acknowledge that 

communion always connects us “remotely” and powerfully with the Church through time and space.  
  
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                  Pastor Miriam 
  
GATHERING HYMN: O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate                                                  ELW Hymn 722 
   
1 O Christ, your heart, compassionate, bore ev’ry human pain.

 Its beating was the pulse of God; its breadth, God’s vast domain.

 The heart of God, the heart of Christ combined in perfect rhyme

 to write God’s love in human deeds, eternity in time.
  
3 O Christ, create new hearts in us that beat in time with yours,

 that, joined by faith with your great heart, become love’s open doors.

 We are your body, risen Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield

 that through our life and ministry your love may be revealed.
  
4 O Love that made the distant stars, yet marks the sparrow’s fall,

 whose arms stretched wide upon a cross embrace and bear us all:

 come, make your church a servant church that walks your servant ways,

 whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sacrifice of praise!
 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007      Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.   OneLicense #A-701929 
  

GREETING                                                                                                                                                        

P            

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                          
P         O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you 

 transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our 

 cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   C  Amen. 
 

LESSON: James 3:3-17                                                                                                                                    —The Message 
 
L Our Lesson is from the letter from James, the third chapter. 
 

A  bit in the mouth of a horse controls the whole horse. A small rudder on a huge ship in the hands  

 of a skilled captain sets a course in the face of the strongest winds. A word out of your mouth may 

seem of no account, but it can accomplish nearly anything—or destroy it! 
 5-6It only takes a spark, remember, to set off a forest fire. A careless or wrongly placed word out of 

your mouth can do that. By our speech we can ruin the world, turn harmony to chaos, throw mud  

 on a reputation, send the whole world up in smoke and go up in smoke with it, smoke right from the pit 

of hell.                                                                                                                  > 

 



2 
 7-10This is scary: You can tame a tiger, but you can’t tame a tongue—it’s never been done. The tongue 

runs wild, a wanton killer. With our tongues we bless God our Father; with the same tongues we curse 

the very men and women he made in his image. Curses and blessings out of the same mouth! 
 10-12My friends, this can’t go on. A spring doesn’t gush fresh water one day and brackish the next, does 

it? ... You’re not going to dip into a polluted mud hole and get a cup of clear, cool water, are you? 

 17Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterized by getting along with 

others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings.                            
L Word of God, word of life.   C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  To Be Your Presence                                                                  ELW Hymn 546 
4  We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 

 To serve your people is our call and choice, 

 And in this mission we, the church, rejoice. Alleluia! 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, b. 1939 © 2000 GIA Publications  OneLicense #A-701929  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 7:27-34             
P        The Gospel according to Mark, the seventh chapter.  
C Glory to you, O Lord.  

J esus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples,     

       “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and 

 still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered 

 him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by  

 the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all 

 this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 

 disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 

 divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers,  

 let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
 
P        The Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ.                                     
 
SERMON                                                                                                                                             Pastor Fritz 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: God’s Work, Our Hands                                                    Tune: Earth and All Stars  

 
1 God’s work, our hands: working together, building a future, repairing the world, 

 raising up homes, planting new gardens, feeding the hungry and shelt’ring the cold. 

 Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, sharing the good news of your gospel. 
  

2 God’s work, our feet: trav’ling together, following Jesus to places unknown, 

 walking as friends, marching for freedom, running the race with God’s future the goal. 

 Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, sharing the good news of your gospel. 
  

3 God’s work, our voice: singing together, praising, proclaiming to all who will hear, 

 praying for peace, shouting for justice, claiming God’s love for the lost and the least. 

 Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, sharing the good news of your gospel. 
  

4 God is at work in and around us: seedlings are sprouting and bread’s on the rise! 

 Washed and set free, humbled and honored, gifted by grace, we respond in God’s love. 

 Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, sharing the good news of your gospel. 
  

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress, included in All Creation Sings, 2020 
  
OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                           

P         Let us confess our baptismal faith together. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                                    >  
  

 



 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,           3 

      born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

         he descended to the dead.                                                                                                 

      On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,                                                                    

      he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

      and he will come to judge the living and the dead.                                                                
  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.         
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH             

When the petition concludes “Lord, in your mercy,” Please respond, “hear our prayer.”  

The prayers end with these words, “We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise 

of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Please respond, “Amen.”  
   
INVITATION TO OFFERING: Link to give: https://coslutheran.org/give/                                                 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                  

P         The Lord be with you.        C And also with you. 

P         Lift up your hearts.             C We lift them to the Lord.                

P         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C It is right to give our thanks 

and praise.  

P        It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks  

            and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

 who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                               

P        In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  

            and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.                                                                                     

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                

P C     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.        
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  from evil.                

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
 

SHARING COMMUNION WITH YOUR HOUSEHOLD                                                                                              

  As the pastors and worship team commune, please join them and the whole Church in the sanctuary  

  or remotely by communing each other/yourself with these ancient words of promise:                                           

           “The body of Christ for you”  and “The blood of Christ for you.” 
 

OFFERING and COMMUNION HYMN: Lord of All Hopefulness (8:30)                              ELW Hymn 765 
 
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy: 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.      > 

   
 



2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,                                                                                                  4 
 whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
    
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953  Text © Oxford University Press 1931.  OneLicense #A-701929 

 

OFFERING and COMMUNION ANTHEM: Hands of God                                                   Sanctuary Choir 
 

 We gather ‘round the water, the word, the wine, the wheat.  

 Repentant and forgiven, from bondage we are freed. 

 Singing songs of gladness, of mercy, grace, and love,  

 Then we are sent from this place to be the hands of God. 
 

 Baptized in the water and nurtured by the Word, then fed at the table where bread and wine are served. 

 Blessed to be a blessing with strength to heed the call, 

 We are sent from this place to be the hands of God. 
  

Refrain: Hands of God, hands of faith, off’ring hope, off’ring grace … 

 Hands of blessing, hands of love; we are the hands, the hands of God. 
 

 From ev’ry land and nation, ev’ry tribe and ev’ry tongue, 

  

 Then we are sent from this place to be the hands of God.  
 

 If we in our own strength confide our striving would be losing; 

 The righteous One is by our side, the One of God’s own choosing.     Refrain 
 

Text and Tune: Michael Austin Miller, in honor of the ELCA’s 25th anniversary ©2019 Birnamwood Publications        OneLicense #A-701929 
This anthem was given in honor of the ministry of Sarah Juhasz by Cheryl and Karl Dietmeyer. 

 

PASTORAL BLESSING 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

P          The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

             ☩ be upon you now and forever.  C  Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service                                                          ELW Hymn 712 
 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose ev’ry gift which you impart.   
2 Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 
 still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 
 As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 
 by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.   
4 Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 
 to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 
 hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give, 
 that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.  
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984  Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.   
 

DISMISSAL 

P          Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Share Jesus’ gifts of joy and life with all you meet.  

C  Thanks be to God.   
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies. License #SAS000345. 
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