
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Our Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Peachtree City, Georgia 

May 5, 2024 
11:00 A.M. 

 
Fritz Wiese, Senior Pastor     Carla Knobler, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rev. Jennifer Roberts, Preacher  
Larry Peterson, Director of Worship and Music 

 
P = Pastor     L = Lector [reader]     C Congregation     ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal) 

 Please stand as you are able. 
 

    PRELUDE             
  Welcome to worship! Today’s worship includes the sacrament of communion. Communion is offered by intinction: you may 
  receive a wafer and dip it in the chalice with wine or white grape juice. Or you may pick up a prefilled communion “kit”  

on the altar rail as you approach the altar. Please tell an usher if you need a communion kit brought to you where you sit.  

 

P  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

C  Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                   Pastor Carla 
 
 EXCHANGING THE PEACE                                                                                  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always 

C  And also with you.  
We share a sign of God’s peace.  
 
 GATHERING HYMN: God, We Gather As Your People                     ACS Hymn 1038 
1  God, we gather as your people to raise our song above, and we dare to claim the promise of your love. 
  Though the day may not yet be here, we trust it soon will be, when your children will be free. 
 
Refrain-Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened, fling the church doors open wide. 
  May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside. For in God there is a welcome, in God we all belong. 
  May that welcome be our song. 
 
2  Oh, we sing for all the children, that one day they be free; and we sing for generations yet to be, 
  that they never have a reason to doubt that they are blest. May they, in your love, find rest.  Refrain 
 
3  Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut short by fear and shame, so afraid of who they are and whom they love. 
  May the message now be banished that your love is for the few; may their faith in you renew.  Refrain 
 
4  God, we're working for the future when children far and wide can live their lives with dignity and pride. 
  As they grow in strength and stature, may they join us hand in hand, as against all hate we stand.  Refrain 
Text: David Lohman, b. 1961 
Text © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929. 
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 GREETING 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C  And also with you. 
 

 HYMN OF PRAISE: This is the Feast                      ELW pg. 140 
Refrain-This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. to Refrain 
  Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. to Refrain 
  Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
  Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. to Refrain 
  For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. to Refrain 

 
 PRAYER OF THE DAY                          

P  O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such 
  love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 
  desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  
       
    FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48                         see insert 
 
    SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6                        see insert 
  
 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Be Not Afraid                ELW Hymn 388 
  Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
  Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!  
Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé 
Music: BE NOT AFRAID, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 
Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929 
 
 GOSPEL: John 15:9-17                                      see insert 
 
    SERMON                                   Pastor Jennifer Roberts 
 

 HYMN OF THE DAY: Great God, Your Love Has Called Us               ELW Hymn 358 
1  Great God, your love has called us here as we, by love, for love were made. 
  Your living likeness still we bear, though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 
  We come, with all our heart and mind your call to hear, your love to find. 
 
2  We come with self-inflicted pains of broken trust and chosen wrong, 
  half-free, half-bound by inner chains, by social forces swept along, 
  by powers and systems close confined yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 
3  Great God, in Christ you call our name and then receive us as your own 
  not through some merit, right, or claim, but by your gracious love alone. 
  We strain to glimpse your mercy seat and find you kneeling at our feet. 
 

4  Then take the towel, and break the bread, and humble us, and call us friends. 
  Suffer and serve till all are fed, and show how grandly love intends 
  to work till all creation sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 
5  Great God, in Christ you set us free your life to live, your joy to share. 
  Give us your Spirit's liberty to turn from guilt and dull despair, 
  and offer all that faith can do while love is making all things new. 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929                  
                               
 OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED      

P  Let us profess our baptismal faith together. 

C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.                              >  
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  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
      born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
      he descended to the dead.  
   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,                           
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead.                                        
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
                                                 
    PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH                            
      When the petition concludes “God of grace,” please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 
      The prayers are ended with these words, “Into your hands, most merciful God,... through Jesus Christ, 
  our resurrected and living Lord. ”  Please respond, “Amen.”  
              
    INVITATION TO OFFERING                                              Link to give: https://coslutheran.org/give/   
  We acknowledge that you may have already offered your gifts electronically or by mail. Thank you. 

 
    MUSICAL OFFERING                                                   Domenic Ravita, guitar 

            

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                     

P  The Lord be with you.            C  And also with you. 

P   Lift up your hearts.                C  We lift them to the Lord.                

P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.    
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   

C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
  Hosanna in the highest.                              —ELW page 144 
                            
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                                                           
                             
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                        
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
 
    COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION                                                                                                
 Please approach the altar using the diagonal aisles and return by the side or middle aisles.    
 You will be offered a wafer, which you may dip in either the chalice of wine or the white grape juice.  
 You may also choose a packaged cup with wine or grape juice, or a gluten-free wafer with wine.  
 

    COMMUNION HYMN   Come to the Table                      ELW Hymn 481 
 Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread. 
 All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed. 
 Come at the Lord's invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand. 
 Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb. 

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942 
Text © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc., Juniper Landing Music (admin. Word Music); and Word Music (ASCAP). 
Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929. 

 

    COMMUNION HYMN   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling           ELW Hymn 631 
1  Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
  Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
  Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
  visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
                                  Hymn continues on next page. 
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2  Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit into ev'ry troubled breast; 
  let us all in thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest. 
  Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
  end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 
3  Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive; 
  suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
  Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
  pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
                         
4  Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; 
  let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee! 
  Changed from glory into glory, till in heav'n we take our place, 
  till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
Text in the public domain 
                  
 PASTORAL BLESSING and BENEDICTION 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

  and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

C    Amen.   
 

 SENDING HYMN  Jesus Loves Me!                                      ELW Hymn 595 
1  Jesus loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
  little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Refrain-Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 
  yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
 
2  Jesus loves me! he who died heaven's gates to open wide; 
  he will wash away my sin, let his little child come in.  Refrain 
 
3  Jesus loves me! he will stay close beside me all the way; 
  when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high.  Refrain 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 
Text in the Public Domain 

 
 SENDING 

P  Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
  Invite all to join in connecting to Jesus’ pathway of joy and life.  

C   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 POSTLUDE                        
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  Annual License #SAS000345. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ  
 in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  
 

Altar Guild: Jan Christopher 
Lector: Marty Hagberg 
Tech crew: Carol Jensen-Linton, Linda Volckmann, Brad Milburn 
Ushers: Tom Conrad, Bob Spruck 
Altar flowers given by Leona Davis in memory of her dear mother, Nancy Davis. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



THE LESSONS 
Sunday, May 5 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
 

L The first reading is from Acts, the 10th chapter. 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as 
we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to 
stay for several days. 
 

 L The Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God 
 

 SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
 

L The second reading is from 1st John, the 5th chapter. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the par-
ent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that con-
quers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God? 
 
6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water 
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

L The Word of the Lord.   C  Thanks be to God 
                                     
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17    
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.    C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 
his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be  
complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is  
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.    C    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




