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PRELUDE: LINUS & LUCY

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SONG: EVERY VALLEY 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY
L Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With 
your abundant grace and might, free us from the 
sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy 
and serve you always, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.

see insert

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P  The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.
P  Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them to the Lord.
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

     WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name; your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING COMMUNION AT CHURCH
or at home with your household

HYMN SING-A-LONG: SEE INSERT
                            DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Invite all to join 
 in connecting to Jesus’ pathway 
 of joy and life.

C   Thanks be to God. 

      POSTLUDE

C Amen. 

P 

C    Amen.

COMMUNION SONG: CHRIST CHILD'S
LULLABY

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & 
BENEDICTION

God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,
+ bless and keep you now and forever.

READING:  Isaiah 40:1-5 

see insert

SONG: WINTER SNOW 
see insertREADING:  Isaiah 55:10-12 

SONG: BEAUTIFUL STAR OF BETHLEHEM 
see insertREADING:  Luke 2:1-7 

SONG: 2000 DECEMBERS AGO 
see insertREADING:  John 1:10-14 

SONG: WHAT A GLORIOUS NIGHT
see insertREADING:  Luke 2:8-14 

see insertREADING:  John 1:4-9 

SONG: HALLELUJAH (LIGHT HAS COME) 

READING:  Luke 2:15-19
SONG: MARY DID YOU KNOW 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

see insert

http://www.ccli.com/


THE READINGS 
Sunday, December 22 

READING  Isaiah 40:1-5
L Comfort, O comfort my people,

    says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and cry to her
that she has served her term,
    that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins.
3A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.
5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

READING  Isaiah 55:10-12
L For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven

    and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12For you shall go out in joy
    and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
    shall burst into song,
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands..”

READING  Luke 2:1-7
L In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was 

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns 
to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.

READING  John 1:10-14
L He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He 

came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
The Candle of Love 

L As we light the fourth candle of Advent, may we be reminded to love one another as God loves us. 
      Let love be our guide in both the first step we take and the last. Please join me in prayer.

C Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us 
      your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Increase 
      our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son's birth his Spirit might dwell anew in 
      our midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.

READING  Luke 2:8-14
L And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid. 10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.

READING  John 1:4-9
L In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overtake it.
6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

READING  Luke 2:15-19
L When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them, 19and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.

SING-A-LONG HYMNS

Angels We Have Heard on High
Away in a Manger

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
In the Bleak Midwinter

It Came upon the Midnight Clear

Joy to the World
O Come, All Ye Faithful

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O Little Town of Bethlehem

Silent Night, Holy Night
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