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 Please stand as you are able. 
     

The prelude is the beginning of the worship service and is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  
Please be respectful of the worshippers around you who are using this time for that purpose. 

 
    PRELUDE     
 Welcome to worship! Today’s worship includes the sacrament of communion. Communion is offered by intinction. You may   
 receive a wafer and dip it in the chalice with wine or white grape juice. Or you may take a pre-packaged kit with grape juice and 
 a gluten-free wafer from the center communion server. Please tell an usher if you need communion brought to you where you sit.  

 
    WELCOME                                                                                 
 
 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                    

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
  who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C  Amen. 
P  Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P  Compassionate One, 
C  you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
  but our lives do not always reflect you and your love for the world. 
  We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown to us. 
  We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all people. 
  We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again. 
  We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
  Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. 
  Amen. 
P  Beloved in Christ,  
  God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones home. 
  In ☩ Christ, your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever. 
C  Amen. 
 
 GATHERING HYMN: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                 ELW Hymn 834 
1  Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
  most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 
2  Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
  thy justice like mountains high soaring above thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3  To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
  we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
4  Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
  all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 
Text in the public domain. 
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 GREETING 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C  And also with you. 
 
 KYRIE                              ELW Hymn 157 

L  In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  For your people here who have come to give you praise,for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord. 
C  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
L  Help, save, and defend us, O God. 
C  Amen. 
Text: Lutheran Book of Worship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929 

 
 PRAYER OF THE DAY                          

P  Let us pray. God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. 
  Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we  
  share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever.  
C  Amen.  
       
    FIRST READING: Jonah, selected verses                           see insert 
 
    SECOND READING: Psalm 27                             see insert 
 
 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Return to God              
  Return to God with all your heart, the source of grace and mercy; 

  Come seek the tender faithfulness of God (sing 2 times) 
Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950, © 1990, 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. 
 Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929 
 
 GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35                     see insert 
 
    SERMON                                                     Pastor Fritz 
 

 HYMN OF THE DAY: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less               ELW Hymn 596 

1  My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
  no merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 
Refrain-On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
2  When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 
  in ev'ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 
 
3  His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; 
  when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 
 
4  When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found, 
  clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. 
Text is in the public domain. 
                     
 OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED      
P  Let us profess our baptismal faith together. 

C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
                                       Continued on next page. 



                                          3 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
                            
    PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH                            

      When the petition concludes “God, in your mercy.” please respond, “Receive our prayer.” 
      The prayers are ended with these words, “Receive the prayers of your people … who leads us from  
  death to life.” Please respond, “Amen.”  
    
     EXCHANGING THE PEACE                                                                                  
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C  And also with you.  
We share a sign of God’s peace.  
 
    MINISTRY MOMENT 
          
    INVITATION TO OFFERING                                                             Link to give: https://coslutheran.org/give/   
  We now dedicate the financial gifts we offer to the Lord and the Lord's agenda, gifts either already given online, or before or after the service in 
  the offering box.  Likewise, we prayerfully consider the ways we offer ourselves to God's kingdom throughout the whole week. 

 
    MUSICAL OFFERING   (11:00) Today, You Will Be with Me, Michael John Trotta         Sanctuary Choir 
            

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                     
P  The Lord be with you.            C  And also with you. 
P   Lift up your hearts.                C  We lift them to the Lord.                
P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.    
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
C  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might, 
  heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
                                  —ELW Hymn 190 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                                                           
                             
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                        
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   
  
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION                                                                                                
 Please approach the altar using the diagonal aisles and return by the side or middle aisles.    
 You will be offered a wafer, which you may dip in either the chalice of wine or the white grape juice.  
 You may also choose a packaged cup with grape juice and gluten-free wafer.  



    4 

    COMMUNION HYMN: O Christ, Lamb of God                 ELW Hymn 195 

  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy upon us. 
   O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy upon us. 
  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. Amen. 
                                   
    COMMUNION HYMN: Lead Me, Guide Me                         ELW Hymn 768 

Refrain-Lead me, guide me, along the way; for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 
  Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
1  I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r to help me over my weakest hour. 
  Help me through the darkness thy face to se. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
2  Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
  I am putting all my trust in thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
3  I am lost if you take your hand from me, I am blind without thy light to see. 
  Lord, just always let me thy servant be. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
Text © 1953 Doris Akers. All rights administered by Unichappell Music, Inc. International Copyright Secured.  
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929                                

           
 PASTORAL BLESSING and BENEDICTION 
P  God our tender parent, God the crucified one, 
  God the reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C    Amen.   
 

 SENDING HYMN: God of Grace and God of Glory                        ELW Hymn 705  
1  God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow'r; 
  crown your ancient church's story; bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 
  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
 
2  Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 
  From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 
  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, for the living of these days, 
 
3  Cure your children's warring madness; bend our pride to your control; 
  shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 
  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom's goal, lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 
4  Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 
  let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 
  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore. 
Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969. 
Text in the public domain.  
  
 SENDING 

P  Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
  Invite all to join in connecting to Jesus’ pathway of joy and life.  

C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 POSTLUDE                        
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  Annual License #SAS000345. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 

Altar Guild: Judy Owen 
Lector: (8:30)  Miriam & Jonas Barbour   (11:00) Marian Groover 
Assisting Minister: (8:30) Deb Handy (11:00) Carol Jensen-Linton 
Communion Servers: (8:30) Mike & Sue Earwood, Jaycine Lester, Pat Ronco 
         (11:00) Dave & Sue Byers, Cassie Groover 
Tech crew: (8:30) Davida Kilgore  (11:00) Joni Siepert, Kendra Campbell-Milburn, Brad Milburn 
Ushers: (8:30) Stephen Gundersen, Buddy Troy; (11:00) Ethan Miller, Tom Smith



HE ESSONS 

Sunday, March 16 

FIRST READING: Jonah, selected verses 

L  The 1st reading is selected verses from the book of Jonah. 
 

2.10 Then the Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 
 
3 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and pro-
claim to it the message I give you.” 
 
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took 
three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty 
more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and 
all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 
 
6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, 
covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: 
 
“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 
 
Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let peo-
ple and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their 
evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his 
fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 
 
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring 
on them the destruction he had threatened. 
 
4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what 
I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I 
knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who 
relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live. . . . . “ 
 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
 
“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
 
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it 
grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of 
Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right 
hand from their left—and also many animals?” 
 

L The Word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God 

 
SECOND READING: Psalm 27 

L  We read the Psalm responsively 

     
1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 2 When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, 
  they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall. 
                        Psalm continues on the back. 



Psalm 27 cont. 
 
       3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. 
  Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken. 
 4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;  
   to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.  
 5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 
 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;  
   I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
 7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
 8 My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O Lord, I will seek.  
 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation. 
 10 Though my father and my mother forsake me, 
  the Lord will take me in.                                                                                 
 11 Teach me your way, O Lord; 
  lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors. 
 12 Subject me not to the will of my foes, 
  for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence. 
 13 This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the Lord 
  in the land of the living! 
 14 Wait for the Lord and be strong. 
  Take heart and wait for the Lord!  
                       

 
GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35 

P  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter.  C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for Herod wants to 
kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and per-
forming cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and 
the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusa-
lem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time 
comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 

 
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 


