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[FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Fritz Wiese, Senior Pastor

Larry Peterson, Director of Worship & Music
[P] = Pastor =All = Leader

PRELUDE: WoN'T HE DO IT
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS.,. ...,

EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF THE LORD

OPENING SONG: THESE ARE THE DAYS
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of compassion, you welcome the
wayward, and you embrace us all with your
mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments
of your grace, and feed us at the table of your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

READINGS: Various texts written

about/by St. Paul,,, ;...

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32_, .

SERMON Pastor Fritz

SONG OF THE DAY: BLESSED
ASSURANCE

OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH:
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

MINISTRY MOMENT
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

When the petition concludes “God, in your mercy,”
please respond, “Receive our prayer.”
When the prayers conclude, please respond, “Amen.

OFFERING
https://coslutheran.org/give/

We acknowledge that you may have given
Online or through the mail. Thank you.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name; your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us; Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING COMMUNION AT CHURCH

or at home with your household

COMMUNION SONG: YOoU HAVE ME

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING &

BENEDICTION
God our tender parent,

God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit,
I bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG: THE FATHER'S HOUSE
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Invite all to join
in connecting to Jesus’ pathway
of joy and life.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE


http://www.ccli.com/
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1+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P

&)

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,

but our lives do not always reflect you and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all people.
We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.

Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones home.
In + Christ, your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Various texts written about/by St Paul
L Today's reading is a collection of verses written about or by St. Paul.

Acts 9:1-4 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any
there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.
As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the
ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?

Acts 9:26-27 When Paul came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of
him, not believing that he really was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles.
He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how
in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.

1 Corinthians 13:1, 4-8 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I am only
a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. . . . Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.

Romans 8:31-39 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him graciously give us
everything else?

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.

Lessons continue on the back.



1 Timothy 1:16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ
Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and
receive eternal life.

Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be
known to all. The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Romans 12:1-2 I urge you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. Do not conform yourself to this age, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and pleasing and perfect.

L The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
®  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15 chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] > And the Pharisees and
the scribes were grumbling and sa}ling, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

?So he told them this parable: ''° “There was a man who had two sons. '> The younger of them said
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his
property between them. > A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. '* When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. '> So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. '® He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything.
' But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and
to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! '* I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; '* T am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.”” *° So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him. ?' Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.” ** But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. > And get the fatted calf and
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; ** for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found!” And they began to celebrate.

23 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music
and dancing. *° He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. %" He replied, Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” **
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. % But he
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might
celebrate with my friends. *° But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” *' Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always
with me, and all that is mine is yours. ** But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.”

®  The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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