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Welcome to worship! Today’s worship includes the sacrament of communion. Communion is offered by intinction. 
The prelude is the beginning of the worship service and is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 

Please be respectful of the worshippers around you who are using this time for that purpose. 
 

    PRELUDE 
  
    WELCOME 
Please stand as you are able 
    CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 
C Amen. 
P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P  Long-expected God,  
C we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. 

We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. 
Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen. 

P  God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. 
☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 

C  Amen. 
 
    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE            A Flickering Candle 

A flick’ring candle sheds its light In hope of dawn’s victorious might,  
And backward scurries cow’rdly night Reminded of the morning.  
Watch, watch, for Christ is near, The promised Son of God most dear.  
Hope, hope, His light will clear The shades of death and sin. 

Text: Mark W. Oldenburg, © 2008, 2014, Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a div. of Morningstar Music Publishers, Inc.  
Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929. 
   
L During Advent we wait for the coming Savior who is our Wonderful Counselor. 
C  Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you. 
L  We anticipate the One who hears our prayers. 
C  Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you. 
L  We anticipate the One who heals our infirmities. 
C  Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you. 
L  We anticipate the One who renews our faith. 
C  Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you. 
L  We anticipate the One who ignites our hope. 
C  Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you. 
 
 



L  Today we light the first candle.  The first candle, reminds us that Jesus is our Wonderful Counselor who 
brings hope to a hurting world.  As our counselor, Jesus brings hope in times of despair, compassion in 
times of sorrow, and healing in times of brokenness.  As we begin the season of Advent, let our hope 
reside in the One who cares about our needs and sustains our faith. 

  
L  Let us pray. Gracious Lord,  
C  we thank you for being our Wonderful Counselor.  As we begin our Advent journey, help us to 

know the abiding hope that comes from knowing you.  We pray this in the name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
From God’s own house will come the dream, God’s pledge of peace shine like a beam;  
From all the nations crowds shall stream And war will be no more. 
Watch, watch, for Christ is near, The promised Son of God most dear.  
Hope, hope, His light will clear The shades of death and sin. 

 
    GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C And also with you. 
  
    PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
You may be seated      
    FIRST READING  Isaiah 2:1-5                                                                                         see insert 
  
    SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14                                                                                 see insert 
Please stand as you are able 
    GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Blessed Is the One                 ACS Hymn 929 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name, who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name, who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Text: Psalm 118:26 
 
    GOSPEL   Matthew 24:36-44                see insert 
You may be seated 
    SERMON                             Pastor Wes 
Please stand as you are able 
    HYMN OF THE DAY  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning                        ACS Hymn 949 
1 Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
 keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for this work's almost done.  Refrain 
 
Refrain-Children, don't grow weary; children, don't grow weary; 
 children, don't grow weary, for this work's almost done. 
 
2 Darker midnight lies before us, darker midnight lies before us, 
 darker midnight lies before us, for this work's almost done.  Refrain 
 
3 Lo, the morning soon is breaking, lo, the morning soon is breaking, 
 lo, the morning soon is breaking, for this work's almost done.  Refrain 
 
4 Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
 keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for this work's almost done.  Refrain 
Text: African American spiritual   Text in the public domain. 
  
     
 
 



You may be seated  
    PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH    

When the petition concludes “God of grace,” please respond, “Hear our prayer.”  
The prayers are ended with these words, “Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.” Please respond, “Amen.” 

Please stand as you are able 
    EXCHANGING THE PEACE  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  
We share a sign of God’s peace.  
You may be seated      

    INVITATION TO OFFERING                               Link to give: https://coslutheran.org/give/                                    
We now dedicate the financial gifts we offer to the Lord and the Lord's agenda, gifts either already given online, or before or after the service 

in the offering box.  Likewise, we prayerfully consider the ways we offer ourselves to God's kingdom throughout the whole week. 
  
    MUSICAL OFFERING   
Please stand as you are able 
    OFFERTORY    Come to Set Us Free                
       Come to set us free, come to make us your own.  

Come to show the way to your people, your chosen.  
Open our lives to the light of your promise.  
Come to our hearts with healing, come to our minds with power, come to us and bring us your life. 

Text: Bernadette Farrell 
Text © 1992, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929 
    
    OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this 

meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. 
C Amen.  
       
    THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you.        C And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts.             C We lift them to the Lord.                
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C It is right to give our thanks and praise.    
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna 
in the highest.            ——ELW Hymn 193   

        
    WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
                                                                                                                         
    THE LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                                                 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                        
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
You may be seated 
    COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION                                                                                                

Please approach the altar using the diagonal aisles and return by the side or middle aisles. You will be offered a wafer, which 
you may dip in the chalice of wine, or you may also choose a packaged cup with grape juice and a gluten-free wafer. Please 
indicate to the ushers if you need to have communion brought to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    COMMUNION HYMN  Lamb of God                ELW Hymn 195 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

  
    COMMUNION HYMN  Come Now, O God                                   ACS Hymn 902 
1 Come now, O God, when our love is forsaken. Come, when our bedrock of faith has been shaken. 
 Come, when our deepest of hopes are mistaken. Come, Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel. 
 
2 Come, when we squander the freedom you gave us. Come, break the systems of sin that enslave us. 
 Come, though we wonder if you can still save us. Come, Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel. 
 
3 Come, put an end to our self-serving madness. Come, while the world is enshrouded in sadness. 
 Come, turn the tears of our mourning to gladness. Come, Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel. 
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929 
 

Please stand as you are able 
    POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C  Amen  
 
    POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to 

share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
C   Amen.   
  
 BLESSING 
P May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 
C   Amen.  
  
    SENDING HYMN   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                       ELW Hymn 244 

Please use either the red hymnal in the pew rack or the LED projection screens for the music and words. 
 
    SENDING 
A Go in peace. Keep awake. Invite all to join in connecting to Jesus’ pathway of joy and life.  
C  Thanks be to God. 
  
 POSTLUDE  
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THE LESSONS 
Sunday, November 30 

  
FIRST READING  Isaiah 2:1-5 
  
L   The first reading is from Isaiah the 2nd chapter. 
  
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
 2 In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob, 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4 He shall judge between the nations 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD! 
  
L The Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God 
             
 
SECOND READING  Romans 13:11-14 
  
L   The second reading is from Romans, the 13th chapter. 
  
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; 
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let 
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
L The Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God 
 
            Gospel is on the back. 
 



 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44 
  
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter.       
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
  
P The Gospel of the Lord.     
C    Praise to you, O Christ.        
  
 
 
 


