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Welcome to worship! Today s worship includes the sacrament of communion. Communion is offered by intinction.
The prelude is the beginning of the worship service and is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for worship.
Please be respectful of the worshippers around you who are using this time for that purpose.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please stand as you are able
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure.
Amen.
P) Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake.
Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us,
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

P God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.
+ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE A Flickering Candle
A flick’ring candle sheds its light In hope of dawn’s victorious might,
And backward scurries cow’rdly night Reminded of the morning.
Watch, watch, for Christ is near, The promised Son of God most dear.

Hope, hope, His light will clear The shades of death and sin.
Text: Mark W. Oldenburg, © 2008, 2014, Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a div. of Morningstar Music Publishers, Inc.
Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929.

You may be seated

During Advent we wait for the coming Savior who is our Mighty God.
You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever.
We look to the One in whom we find redemption.

You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever.
We look to the One who forgives our sins.

You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever.
We look to the One who overcomes the darkness.

You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever.
We look to the One who has come to set us free.

You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness endures forever.
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Today we light two candles. The first candle reminds us of our hope in knowing Jesus as our
Wonderful Counselor. The second candle reminds us of our joy, knowing that Jesus is our Mighty God.
As we light the second candle we remember that even when we face trials, hardships and difficulties —
our strength is found in what Christ has done. As we continue our Advent journey, let us rejoice in the
One in who gives strength to the weary and power to the weak.

Let us pray. Gracious Lord,

remind us of your power throughout this Advent season. In times of weakness, remind us that you
are the One who gives strength. In times of confusion, remind us that you are the One who reveals
truth. In times of doubt, remind us that you are the One who gives hope. We thank you for being
our Mighty God. We pray this in the name of Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Please stand as you are able

From Jesse’s barren stump will spring A noble branch, a righteous King;

To earth’s despairing lands He’ll bring Both justice and salvation.

Watch, watch, for Christ is near, The promised Son of God most dear.

Hope, hope, His light will clear The shades of death and sin.

GREETING
P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Amen.
You may be seated
FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-10 see insert
SECOND READING Romans 15:4-13 see insert
Please stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Blessed Is the One ACS Hymn 929

Blessed is the one who comes in the name, who comes in the name of the Lord.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name, who comes in the name of the Lord.
Text: Psalm 118:26

GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12 see insert
You may be seated

SERMON Kendra Campbell-Milburn
Please stand as you are able

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW Hymn 249

Please use either the red hymnal in the pew rack or the LED projection screens for the music and words.
You may be seated
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
When the petition concludes “God of grace,” please respond, “Hear our prayer.”
The prayers are ended with these words, “Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.” Please respond, “Amen.”
Please stand as you are able
EXCHANGING THE PEACE
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
We share a sign of God s peace.



You may be seated
INVITATION TO OFFERING Link to give: https://coslutheran.org/give/
We now dedicate the financial gifts we offer to the Lord and the Lord's agenda, gifts either already given online, or before or after the service
in the offering box. Likewise, we prayerfully consider the ways we offer ourselves to God's kingdom throughout the whole week.

MUSICAL OFFERING (11:00) A Shoot Shall Come Forth, Richard Horn Sanctuary Choir
Please stand as you are able
OFFERTORY Come to Set Us Free

Come to set us free, come to make us your own.
Come to show the way to your people, your chosen.
Open our lives to the light of your promise.

Come to our hearts with healing, come to our minds with power, come to us and bring us your life.
Text: Bernadette Farrell

Text © 1992, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929

OFFERING PRAYER
A Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this

meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P) It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna
in the highest. ——FELW Hymn 193

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
You may be seated
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Please approach the altar using the diagonal aisles and return by the side or middle aisles. You will be offered a wafer, which
you may dip in the chalice of wine, or you may also choose a packaged cup with grape juice and a gluten-free wafer. Please
indicate to the ushers if you need to have communion brought to you.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW Hymn 195
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMN Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW Hymn 256
1 "Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!' So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow's load.
To God's people now proclaim that God's pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever.



2 For the herald's voice is crying in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way.
Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; hills, bow down in humble favor.

3 Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God's holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad,

and all flesh shall see the token that God's word is never broken.
Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. Text is in the public domain.

Please stand as you are able

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P) May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P) Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
BLESSING
P) May God who comes among us, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway ELW Hymn 264
Please use either the red hymnal in the pew rack or the LED projection screens for the music and words.

SENDING
Go in peace. Keep awake. Invite all to join in connecting to Jesus’ pathway of joy and life.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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FIRST READING [saiah 11:1-10
L The first reading is from Isaiah the 11th chapter.

! A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,
“but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
> Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

®The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
? They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

100n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his
dwelling shall be glorious.

L The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
SECOND READING Romans 15:4-13
L The second reading is from Romans, the 15th chapter.

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. > May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant
you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ¢ so that together you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Continued on the back.



"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the ancestors ° and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name”’;
10and again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
' and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;

in him the gentiles shall hope.”

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

L The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

P) The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

!In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” ® This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.” ”
“Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. ° Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, ° and they
were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? ® Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance,
? and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. !° Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every
tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
1« baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and
I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. ' His winnowing fork is
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaft he will
burn with unquenchable fire.”

P) The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



