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Christ Our Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Peachtree City, Georgia 

December 21, 2025 9:45 a.m.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Fritz Wiese, Senior Pastor   Wes Smith, Assoc. Pastor 
Larry Peterson, Director of Worship & Music 

Youth, Lectors
P = Pastor     C = All     L = Leader

PRELUDE: COME THOU LONG-
                                  EXPECTED JESUS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
EXCHANGING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLEsee insert

OPENING SONG: BUILD YOUR KINGDOM HERE

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly 
we may receive your promises, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P  The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.
P  Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them to the Lord.
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

     WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name; your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING COMMUNION AT CHURCH
or at home with your household

COMMUNION SONG: BRIGHTER DAYS 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & 
 BENEDICTION 

in connecting to Jesus’ pathway 
of joy and life.

C   Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE

    ~Please be seated for the Lessons~ 
READINGS: Isaiah 7:10-16 see insert

 GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25see insert

SERMON  Pastor Fritz




SONG OF THE DAY: PREPARE YE
(THE WAY OF THE LORD) 

OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH:
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
When the petition concludes “God of grace”
please respond, “Hear our prayer.”
When the prayers conclude, please respond, “Amen.”

OFFERING
https://coslutheran.org/give/
We acknowledge that you may have given
Online or through the mail. Thank you.

C    Amen.
SENDING SONG: BUILD YOUR 
                                     KINGDOM HERE

     DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace. Invite all to join 

May God 
who comes among us, Father, + Son, 
and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, 
peace in the darkness, and good news to share 
today and always.

P   



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Sunday, December 21 

Today we light the fourth candle of Advent—the candle of Love.
We’ve remembered hope, peace, and joy.
Today we remember that God’s love came close in Jesus.
Jesus shows us what God’s love looks like—
kind, patient, and always with us.
God didn’t send love from far away.
God sent Jesus to live among us, to show us how deeply we are loved.
(Light the fourth candle.)
Come, Lord Jesus. Fill our hearts with your love, and help us share that love with the world. Amen.

L

C

THE LESSONS 
Sunday, December 21 

READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 

L The reading today is from Isaiah the 7th chapter. 
10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11“Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, 
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him 
Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted.”  

L The Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 

P

C

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 1st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, 
but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took her as his wife 25but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he 
named him Jesus.  

P

C

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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