FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Christ Our Shepherd Lutheran Church
Peachtree City, Georgia
March 15, 2026 8:80 & 11:00 am



Fritz Wiese, Senior Pastor Wes Smith, Associate Pastor
L&]["][“y Peterson, Director of Wors]hi]p and Music

[P) = Pastor (L) = Lector [reader] = Congregation
ELW=Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal)

Welcome to worship! Today s worship includes the sacrament of communion. Communion is offered by intinction.
The prelude is the beginning of the worship service and is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for worship.
Please be respectful of the worshippers around you who are using this time for that purpose.

PRELUDE [1:00-All things Bright and Beautiful, Jason Krug Joyful Noise Ringers
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,

WELCOME

11:00-CALL TO WORSHIP How Majestic Is Your Name, Mark Patterson M&Ms Choir

Please stand as you are able
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
P) Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ offers:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P) For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P) God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed

in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who
raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies ELW Hymn 553
Please use either the red hymnal in the pew rack or the LED projection screens for the music and words.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE Mercy, We Abide in You ACS Hymn 1077
Refrain-ALL sing: Mercy, we abide in you. Stir in us, we pray.

Leader/Cantor:
1 In peace, may we assemble. In peace, may we unite.
In peace, may we be whole. Move within each heart. Refrain-ALL

2 For all who suffer in war, for all who struggle for comfort,
for all who slumber in ease. Move within each heart. Refrain-ALL

3 We are broken, longing for peace, forgiveness, flow among us.

May we be reconciled. Move within each heart. Refrain-ALL
Text: Bret Hesla, b. 1957
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission, OneLicense #A-701929

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated.
MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
PSALMODY Psalm 23 ELW Hymn 780

Refiain-Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.

1 God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want,
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,
I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain

2 Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul,
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
my spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain

3 Though I should wander the valley of death,
I fear no evil, for you are at my side,
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain

4 You have set me a banquet of love
in the face of hatred,
crowning me with love beyond my pow'r to hold. Refirain

5 Surely your kindness and mercy follow me
all the days of my life;

I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. Refrain
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23
Text © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929

READING Ephesians 5:8-14

L The reading is from Ephesians the 5th chapter.

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ° for the fruit of
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '° Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
1 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. Continues next page.



12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, !> but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, * for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

L The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
Please stand as you are able
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Return to God
Return to God with all your heart, the source of grace and mercy;
Come seek the tender faithfulness of God (sing 2 times)
Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950, © 1990, 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.
Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929
GOSPEL John 9:1-12, 18-25
P) The Holy Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” * Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. > As long as I am in the world,
I am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ’ saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” * Some were
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.”

10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” ! He answered, “The man called Jesus
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and
received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

! The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight ' and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” 2° His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that
he was born blind, 2! but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid
of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would
be put out of the synagogue. »* Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2430 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” > He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”

P) The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON Pastors Fritz & Wes
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY When We Must Bear Persistent Pain ACS Hymn 1014
1 When we must bear persistent pain and suffer with no cure in sight,

come, Holy Presence, breathe your peace with gifts of warmth and healing light.

2 Support us as we learn new ways to care for bodies newly frail.
Help us endure, and live and love. Hear our complaint when patience fails.
Continues next page.
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3 We thank you for the better days when we may smile to greet the sun,
to do your work with clearing mind,
and bless your name when day is done.

4 In ease or pain, in life and death, to you our fragile lives belong,

and so we trust you in all things. You are our hope, our health, our song.
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Text © 2005 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929

8:30-OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH THE NICENE CREED
P Let us profess our baptismal faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

11:00—-RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

The prayers begin with singing ELW 751-O Lord, Hear My Prayer. The response after each petition is
another sung time of ELW 751. The prayers will conclude with one final time of ELW 751.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: when I call, answer me.

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.
Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt.
Text © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929

Please stand as you are able

EXCHANGING THE PEACE We share a sign of God's peace.
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO OFFERING Link to give: https://coslutheran.org/give/ )
We now dedicate the financial gifts we offer to the Lord and the Lord's agenda, gifts either already given online, or before or after the service i
in the offering box. Likewise, we prayerfully consider the ways we offer ourselves to God's kingdom throughout the whole week.

MUSICAL OFFERING [1:00-Christ Be My Leader, Henry Gerike Sanctuary Choir
Richard King, flugelhorn



Please stand as you are able
8:30 ONLY-OFFERTORY On My Heart Imprint Your Image ELW Hymn 811
On my heart imprint your image, blessed Jesus, king of grace,
that life's troubles nor its pleasures ever may your work erase.
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
is my life, my hope's foundation, all my glory and salvation!

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt. Text is in the public domain.
OFFERING PRAYER
P Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and

sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into
the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P) The Lord be with you. And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Please be seated.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Please approach the altar using the diagonal aisles and return by the side or middle aisles. You will be offered a wafer, which
you may dip in the chalice of wine, or you may also choose a packaged cup with grape juice and a gluten-free wafer.
Please indicate to the ushers if you need to have communion brought to you.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God COS setting
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMN Amazing Grace ELW Hymn 779
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.
2 '"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
4 The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
5 When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun.
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 Text is in the public domain.



Please stand as you are able

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P) May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P) Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to
you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who
redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, = bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW Hymn 324
Please use either the red hymnal in the pew rack or the LED projection screens for the music and words.

SENDING
P) Go in peace. Believe the good news. Open doors to others.

Invite all to join in connecting to Jesus’ pathway of joy and life.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Acknowledgements.
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