


L

Christ Our Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Peachtree City, Georgia 

April 12, 2026 9:45 a.m.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Fritz Wiese, Senior Pastor   Wes Smith, Assoc. Pastor 
Larry Peterson, Director of Worship & Music 

Youth, Lectors
P = Pastor     C = All     L = Leader

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name; your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING COMMUNION AT CHURCH
or at home with your household

POSTLUDE



CALL TO WORSHIP: COME NOW IS 
                                                THE TIME TO WORSHIP

~Please be seated~
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING SONG: AIN'T NO GRAVE 

OPENING DIALOGUE
In spite of our doubts,
may we recognize you in our midst:
wounded, bloody, and resurrected
in spite of our doubts,
may we know when we come face to face
with the love that is greater than all deaths
in spite of our doubts,
may we reach out to touch the wounds of the world’s 
pain, trusting that when grace and love surround them, 
they will become part of Christ’s resurrected body.
and in spite of our doubts,
may we live as though we are, too.
~written by Cheryl Lawrie

SONG OF PRAISE: MY SAVIOR LIVES
~Please be seated~

READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9see insert

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31see insert

SERMON  Ethan Miller
SONG OF THE DAY: AIN'T NO GRAVE

OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH:
THE APOSTLES' CREED

 ~Please be seated~
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
EXCHANGE OF PEACE
OFFERING
https://coslutheran.org/give/
We acknowledge that you may have given 
Online or through the mail. Thank you.

SENDING SONG: GOD SO LOVED

COMMUNION SONG: RAISE A 
                                            HALLELUJAH 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

BENEDICTION 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (cont.) 
P  Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them to the Lord.
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

     WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P  The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.



L
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C    Amen.

 God Almighty,
who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
+ bless you now and forever.

P

     DISMISSAL
L Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
L  Praise the Lord! Invite all to join in connecting 

 to Jesus’ pathway of joy and life.
C  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, April 12, 2026-Easter 2 
 
READER: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

[A brief silence.]  
READER: Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that 
do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day.  
Merciful God,   ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.  
READER: Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us 
to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic 
particles.  
Merciful God,   ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.  
READER: God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm 
and openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to 
work for peace in their nations.  
Merciful God,   ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.  
READER: Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering 
in any way. Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance 
you have prepared for them.  
Merciful God,   ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.  
READER: Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual 
affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving 
and sacrificial love.  
Merciful God,   ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.  
READER: Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death 
and have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us 
with them into your glorious presence.  
Merciful God,   ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.  
PASTOR: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

ALL: AMEN.  



THE LESSONS 
Sunday, April 12 

READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9
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Today's reading is from 1st Peter, the 1st chapter. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4and into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of 
God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now 
for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being 
more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him, and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious 
joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
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The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 
31But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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