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Welcome to worship! Today s worship includes the sacrament of Holy Communion.
The prelude is the beginning of the worship service.
Please refrain from loud conversations while the prelude music is playing.

PRELUDE Just A Closer Walk with Thee Lynne Hart

WELCOME
Please stand as you are able
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, "+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

P) Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy,

call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

P) Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

EXCHANGING THE PEACE We share a sign of God's peace.
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW Hymn 532
Please use either the red hymnal in the pew rack or the LED projection screens for the music and words.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE You Are Holy ELW Hymn 525

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more than we ever understand.

You are always at hand.

Blessed are you coming near. Blessed are you coming here to your church in wine and bread,
raised from soil, raised from dead.

You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present. Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!

Sing hosanna in the highest! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God!
Text: Per Harling, b. 1945
Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America, South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.
Used by permission. OneLicense #A-701929



PRAYER OF THE DAY
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P) Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Please be seated.

READING Acts 2:16-18 & Acts 6:1-7 see insert page 5
Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW Hymn 172

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20 see insert page 5
Please be seated.

SERMON Better Ways to Read the Bible Series: Hierarchy Lens. Pastor Fritz
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW Hymn 779

Please use either the red hymnal in the pew rack or the LED projection screens for the music and words.

OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH THE APOSTLES CREED
P Let us profess our baptismal faith together.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
When the petition concludes “Merciful God,” please respond, “Receive our prayer.” The prayers are ended with
these words, “Receive our prayers ... in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” Please respond, “Amen.”

INVITATION TO OFFERING Link to give: https://coslutheran.org/give/
We now dedicate the financial gifts we offer to the Lord and the Lord's agenda, gifts either already given online, or before or after the service

in the offering box. Likewise, we prayerfully consider the ways we offer ourselves to God's kingdom throughout the whole week.
MUSICAL OFFERING What a Friend We Have in Jesus Lynne Hart

Please stand as you are able.
OFFERTORY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW Hymn 885
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt. Text in the public domain.
OFFERING PRAYER
P Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through
the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
1. Holy, holy, holy holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
2. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. —TFBF Hymn 32
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Please approach the altar using the diagonal aisles and return by the side or middle aisles. You will be offered a wafer, which
you may dip in the chalice of wine, or you may choose a packaged cup with grape juice and a gluten-free wafer.
Please indicate to the ushers if you need to have communion brought to you.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God TFBF Hymn 35
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMN Shout to the Lord ELW Hymn 821
My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you.
All of my days I want to praise the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength;
let ev'ry breath, all that I am never cease to worship you.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name.

I sing for joy at the work of your hands; forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. Repeat as needed.

Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965

Text © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity Media, Inc.,
Used by permission. CCLI # 1160091

Please stand as you are able.

P

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, " one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN  Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In TFBF Hymn 180
1 Oh, when the saints go marching in, oh, when the saints go marching in,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when the saints go marching in.

2 Oh, when the Lord in glory comes, oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when the Lord in glory comes.

3 Oh, when the new world is revealed, oh, when the new world is revealed,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when the new world is revealed.

4 Oh, when they gather round the throne, oh, when they gather round the throne,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when they gather round the throne.

5 Oh, when they crown him King of kings, oh, when they crown him King of Kkings,
O Lord, I want to be in that number when they crown him King of kings.

6 And on that hallelujah day, and on that hallelujah day,
O Lord, I want to be in that number on that hallelujah day.

Text: African American spiritual Text in public domain.
SENDING
P) Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news

and invite all to join in connecting to Jesus’ pathway of joy and life.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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This week s altar flowers are given by April and Larry Peterson in honor of their wedding anniversary on August 25.



THE [LESSONS
Sunday, August 23

First Lesson: Acts 2:16-18 & Acts 6:1-7

The first lesson is from the Book of Acts, the 2" and 6 chapters.
Acts 2: '9This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 “In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.

Acts 6: In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews!?! among them
complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food. ? So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right
for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. * Brothers and sisters, choose
seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them * and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”

S This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to
Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

7So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large
number of priests became obedient to the faith.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” * And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” '° He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” '® Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” ! And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in

heaven. '® And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it. '° I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2° Then he
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



