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Christ Our Shepherd Lutheran Church
Peachtree City, Georgia
August 16,2026  9:45 a.m.

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Fritz Wiese, Senior Pastor Wes Smith, Assoc. Pastor
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Larry Peterson, Director of Worship & Music
Youth, Lectors
[P} = Pastor =All (L) =Leader

CALL TO WORSHIP: TAKE ME ON A RIDE
~Please be seated~ P
WELCOME

OPENING SONG: ALL ARE WELCOME
OPENING DIALOGUE

Come and worship, all you who love and serve the Lord—

outsiders and insiders,
old-timers and new-comers,
the young, old and the in-between.

Come as you are, for this is God’s house—

a house of prayer for all people,
and God welcomes each one who comes.

SONG OF PRAISE: ANY MORE
~Please be seated~

READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8;.. i,/
GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-20 .

SERMON Kendra Milburn
SONG OF THE DAY: WHO YOU SAY I AM

OUR PROFESSION OF FAITH:
THE APOSTLES' CREED

~Please be seated~

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
EXCHANGE OF PEACE @

OFFERING P
https://coslutheran.org/give/ ¥

We acknowledge that you may have
given Online or through the mail. Thank you.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

> @

Gracious God, we bring these gifts

before you today with hearts full of gratitude. L
We know all good things come from Your hand.
Please bless this offering and use it to bring shelter,
comfort, and hope to those who need it most. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name; your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us; Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING COMMUNION AT CHURCH

or at home with your household

COMMUNION SONG: HUNGER
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING &

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

-+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.

Amen.

SENDING SONG: YOUR LOVE
DEFENDS ME

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Invite all to join in connecting
to Jesus’ pathway of joy and life.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

BENEDICTION



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH, Aug 16, 2026-12'" Sunday after Pent. (Contemp.)

READER: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

[A brief silence.]

READER: For the church throughout the world, that believers may be united in
faith and harmony as the body of Christ. Strengthen this congregation, welcome
visitors and newcomers, and make us a witness to your beloved community.

Merciful God, ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.
ALL: SPIRIT LEAD ME . .. YOU WOULD CALL ME

READER: For your wondrous creation and for the nations of the world, that all
may flourish according to your will. Raise up wise and faithful stewards, protect
endangered species and their habitats, and guide leaders to serve with justice
and compassion, especially toward the most vulnerable.

Merciful God, ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.
ALL: TAKE ME DEEPER . .. PRESENCE OF MY SAVIOR

READER: For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with iliness or chronic
pain, that they may find comfort, community, healing, and hope. We give thanks
for the saints who have gone before us, whose faithful withess continues to
guide your church and remind us that your gifts and calling endure in life and
death.

Merciful God, ALL: RECEIVE OUR PRAYER.
ALL: SPIRIT LEAD ME . .. YOU WOULD CALL ME

PASTOR: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

ALL: AMEN.

ALL: TAKE ME DEEPER
THAN MY FEET COULD EVER WANDER
AND MY FAITH WILL BE MADE STRONGER
IN THE PRESENCE OF MY SAVIOR

| WILL CALL UPON YOUR NAME

KEEP MY EYES ABOVE THE WAVES

MY SOUL WILL REST IN YOUR EMBRACE
| AM YOURS AND YOU ARE MINE



THE LLESSONS
Sunday, August 16

READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

(L)
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Today's reading is from Isaiah, the 56 chapter.

I'Thus says the Lord:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come

and my deliverance be revealed.

®And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—
"these I will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
8Thus says the Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
[ will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 15:10-20

P
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 15t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

10Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:!'it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” '>Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you
said?” 3 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. “Let
them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall
into a pit.” >But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” '*Then he said, “Are you also still
without understanding? !’Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and
goes out into the sewer? '*But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what
defiles. °For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
witness, slander. 2°These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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